Minutes
Summit County SSAMA Minutes
November 10, 2011

The meeting was called to order by Denise Czech-Dydo. Meeting was hosted by Hickory Ridge and co-hosted by Akron General VNS
Approval of Minutes
Minutes from last meeting were approved by Sherry Parsons and seconded by Kris Kuhlman

Treasury Report
Steve Kurtz, our treasurer, reports that the only activity that our account incurred this month was a $3 service charge. Current balance in the account is $1405.66.

Membership dues can be mailed to SSAMA PO Box 3912 Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223. Also please remember to have your check made payable to SSAMA. Include the membership form with your payment & be sure to include the name of your company in the memo of your check, if it is different from the corporate/management company that you represent.

A motion was made by Denise Anderson to utilize the funds that we currently have to order the bags for the Social Worker luncheon. This motion was accepted by Laura Rizzo and seconded by Melissa Shreiner. This will allow us to take advantage of better pricing than if we wait until after the first of the year.
Education Committee
Denise Anderson announced that she is resigning her post as chairperson for this group. If you are interested in heading up or joining this committee, please contact Denise for information. Danderson@kandd.com

Membership
We are holding a drawing for those who pay their membership dues early. The prize will be a GPS.
If dues are paid by 12/1/11: you will receive 2 tickets for the drawing
If dues are paid by 1/11/11: you will receive 1 ticket for the drawing
The drawing for the GPS will be held at our 1/11/11 meeting – which is a special holiday party that will be held at Beef O’Brady’s in Stow – see the special events notes below for information on this meeting.

Nanci Ramsell also proposed that we reschedule our speed networking to use as a membership drive.

Special Events	
The annual holiday party will be held at Beef O’Brady’s in Stow (corner of Darrow Rd & Graham Rd – in the Marc’s plaza). This meeting will be an open house format so feel free to drop in when it is convenient for you. Informal networking is planned. This event will be held on our normal meeting day, January 11, 2012, but the time will be 3:30-5pm. Remember – the drawing for the GPS will be held at this event!! Get your membership dues in so that you will be entered to win!!

Shelley Zimmerman also provided an update on plans for the Social Worker Luncheon. Here are the details so far: 
· March 14, 2012
· 11:30am-1pm
· Will be held at the Alpha Phi Alpha building in Akron (corner of Wolfs Ledges & Thornton)
· We will have a mardi gras theme – including beads/masks for centerpieces, and we made hand out beads to the attendees
· Social workers will be given a leather tote as their gift for attending, which will include business card sheets that will include the cards of the event sponsors
· Chef Jeff will do the catering
· Invitations will be mailed directly to the social workers that attended last year’s event, plus any additional social workers that our members request to have invited. Please consider emailing Shelley Zimmerman with the names of social workers that you would like added to the mailing list. szimmerman@harborlighthospice.com
· We will also have additional flyer type invitations that can be reproduced and distributed after the initial mailing
· Sponsorship for this event will be $100. Sponsorship forms will be available at our next meeting





New Business
It was voted on and agreed upon that our co-hosts will bring a $10 gift card to raffle off at each meeting. This will replace our previously utilized 50/50 raffles.

SSAMA meeting hosts and co-hosts were completed for 2012. Please check the website to verify when you are scheduled. www.ssama.net 

Denise Czech-Dydo began a discussion regarding our December meeting and the stockings for needy seniors program that has become an annual SSAMA tradition. Home Instead usually brings 100 stockings for this event, and then SSAMA buys 100 more stockings. Each member is then asked to bring 200 items. Denise brought up the discussion, and the group voted to not participate in the Home Instead project, but instead purchase 200 stockings for SSAMA, then each member will bring 100 items to stuff the stockings. It was felt that this would guarantee more stockings were distributed to the low-income seniors in Summit County housing, and bringing only 100 items was more reasonable of an expectation for all of the members. This decision was unanimous.

A label printed and tied to each stocking that states something similar to: “Happy Holidays to You! From the Senior Sales and Marketing Association of Summit County”.

It was also decided that the service coordinators of the following buildings would receive the stockings for their neediest residents: Ellet Senior Housing, Callis Towers and Sutliff II Towers. These buildings will divide the 200 stockings evenly.

Ideas for stocking stuffers* are as follows: 

toothpaste		toothbrush		gum		cheese & crackers
oatmeal			pens			deodorant	chapstick
combs			dental floss		pretzels		tea bags

*please do not bring chocolate items or bars of soap

Also, please pre-label your items before the meeting if you wish to do so, and/or have all of your items out of the ready to stuff (open any large containers and dispose of them prior to the meeting so that we do not overwhelm Altercare with trash.
Next Meeting: 
December 7, 2011		Host: Altercare of Cuyahoga Falls		Co-Host: Visiting Angels & Gentiva
Bring your stocking stuffers!! Note – please arrive at 1:30, we need to be finished stuffing by 3:30pm.
Motion to Adjourn: 	made by Kelly McAdams, seconded by Michelle Smith 
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